
SALUTES 2009 APPLE BLOSSOM 
EARLY CHILDHOOD TEACHERS
The NAFC Apple Blossom Awards honor Collier County early childhood teachers 
who make a unique contribution to the lives of young children and their families.
The nominees were evaluated on information submitted by the nominators and 
“on site visits.”

2009 TEACHERS OF THE YEAR

Diana Daugherty, E. Naples United Methodist Learning Center 

Beth Lansil, Small World Learning Center

Yadira Mendez, Guadalupe Center of Immokalee 

Ismelda Montez, RCMA RCDA Infant Center

APPLE BLOSSOM CONTINUING EXCELLENCE IN THE FIELD OF 

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION AWARD

Lisa Auguano, Small World Early Learning Center

APPLE BLOSSOM FINALISTS

Blanca Garcia, RCMA, ICMHS • Claudia CiFuentes Kendall, E. Naples 

United Methodist Learning Center • Maria Marquez, The Children’s House 

• Dionette “Dio” Molina, Guadalupe Center of Immokalee • Irene Perez, Perez Family 

Child Care Home

The 2009 Apple Blossom winners and fi nalists were
 selected from the following group of nominees 

Annette Anderson, Annette Anderson Child Care Home

David Anderson, Annette Anderson Child Care Home

Ana Andrade, RCMA Youth Haven Center

Lisa Auguano, Small World Early Learning Center

Diana Daugherty, E. Naples United Methodist Learning Center 

Blanca Garcia,, RCMA ICMHS

Sheena Hunt, A Step Up: Golden Gate Child Care

Claudia Cifuentes Kendall, E. Naples United Methodist Learning Center

Colleen Krebs, E. Naples United Methodist Learning Center

Beth Lansil, Small World Early Learning Center

Maria Marquez, The Children’s House

Yadira Mendez, Guadalupe Center of Immokalee

Dionette “Dio” Molina,, Guadalupe Center of Immokalee

Ismelda Montez, RCMA RCDC Infant Center

Sarah Ostertag, Child’s Path Preschool

Maria Parra, Immokalee Child Care Center

Irene Perez, Irene’s Family Child Care

Maria “Cristina” Riascos, Guadalupe Center of Immokalee

Susan Rohrbaugh, YMCA Center at Veterans Mem. Elementary

Mary Rowles, Rowles Family Child Care Home

Dvora Steinmetz, Temple Shalom Preschool

MichelLe BlackmOn, YMCA of the Palms, 
Gaynor Center

Catherine Breen, Bear’s Den Preschool, 
Downtown NCH

Cecilia CENTENO, E. Naples United Methodist 
Church Learning Center 	

Tracy Dearing, Bear’s Den Child Care Center

NOEMY GONZALEZ, Guadalupe Center of 
Immokalee, 		

Michelle Hensley, YMCA of the Palms, 
Gaynor Center 	

PATTI HOLLOWAY, Fun Time Early Childhood 
Academy 		

PAULITA JUAREZ, RCMA Farm Worker Village B

COLLEEN KREBS, E. Naples United Methodist 
Church Learning Center 	

MARJIE LaMARRE, Bear’s Den Child Care Center

DEBORAH LORMEUS, Creation Station Wee 
Christian Learning Center 	

SABRINA  McBRIDE, Bear’s Den Child Care 
Center 		

MARIA OLIVAREZ, RCMA Farm Worker Village 
C		   

BARBARA REYES, YMCA of the Palms

LUDIVINA RIVERA,  Guadalupe Center of 
Immokalee 		

REGINA RIVERA, Guadalupe Center of Immokalee

ANA SILVIA RODRIGUEZ, RCMA ICMHS

MONICA TACCONE, YMCA of the Palms—
Gaynor Center		   

JAMIE TORRANCE, Bear’s Den Child Care Center

IVAN TORRES, , YMCA of the Palms—Gaynor 
Center		   

Megan turner, YMCA of the Palms

STEPHANIE WEIGHMINK, YMCA of the Palms

MICHELLE YOUNG, YMCA of the Palms

Salutes 2010 Apple Blossom
Early Childhood Teachers

The NAFC Apple Blossom Awards honor Collier County early childhood 
teachers who make a unique contribution to the lives of young children and 
their families. The nominees were evaluated on information submitted by 
the nominators and “on site visits.” 

APPLE BLOSSOM FINALISTS
Michelle Blackmon   
Noemy Gonzalez  
Patti Holloway     
Colleen Krebs  
Margie LaMarre 
Maria Olivarez 
Regina Rivera  
Jamie Torrence

The 2010 Apple Blossom winners and finalists were 
selected from the following group of nominees:

2010 
TEACHERS 

OF THE YEAR
Sabrina McBride   

Megan Turner                
Stephanie Weighmink


